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Disclosed is a method whereby a relay node receives a signal
from a base station in a wireless communication system.
More specifically, the invention comprises: a step in which a
relay node receives, from the base station, a request signal for
changing the size of a downlink physical control channel
transmitted to a terminal corresponding to the relay node; a
step in which a signal in response to the request signal is sent
to the base station; a step of setting a downlink available
symbol between the base station and the relay node, based on
the request signal; and a step in which a relay node specific
signal, sent from the base station, is received from the down-
link available symbol.

ABSTRACT

7 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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(a) Control-Plane Protocol Stack
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FIG. 10
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FIG. 11
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FIG. 12
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METHOD FOR BACKHAUL SUBFRAME
SETTING BETWEEN A BASE STATION AND
A RELAY NODE IN A WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM AND A DEVICE
THEREFOR

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the National Phase of PCT/KR2011/
003388 filed on May 6, 2011, which claims priority under 35
U.S.C. 119(e) to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/332,
202 filed on May 7, 2010, all of which are hereby expressly
incorporated by reference into the present application.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a wireless communication
system and more particularly to a method and apparatus for
setting a backhaul subframe between a base station and a
relay node in a wireless communication system.

BACKGROUND ART

A 3rd Generation Partnership Project Long Term Evolu-
tion (3GPP LTE) communication system, which is an exem-
plary wireless communication system to which the present
invention may be applied, will now be described in brief.

FIG.1 is a diagram schematically showing a network struc-
ture of an Evolved Universal Mobile Telecommunications
System (E-UMTS) as an exemplary wireless communication
system. The E-UMTS system has evolved from the conven-
tional UMTS system and basic standardization thereof is
currently underway in the 3GPP. The E-UMTS may be gen-
erally referred to as a Long Term Evolution (LTE) system. For
details of the technical specifications of the UMTS and
E-UMTS, refer to Release 7 and Release 8 of “3rd Generation
Partnership Project; Technical Specification Group Radio
Access Network™.

Referring to FIG. 1, the E-UMTS includes a User Equip-
ment (UE), eNode Bs (eNBs), and an Access Gateway (AG)
which is located at an end of a network (E-UTRAN) and
connected to an external network. The eNBs may simulta-
neously transmit multiple data streams for a broadcast ser-
vice, a multicast service, and/or a unicast service.

One or more cells may exist per eNB. A cellis settouse one
of bandwidths of 1.25, 2.5, 5, 10, and 20 MHz to provide a
downlink or uplink transport service to several UEs. Different
cells may be set to provide different bandwidths. The eNB
controls data transmission and reception for a plurality of
UEs. The eNB transmits downlink scheduling information
with respect to downlink data to notify a corresponding UE of
a time/frequency domain in which data is to be transmitted,
coding, data size, and Hybrid Automatic Repeat and reQuest
(HARQ)-related information. In addition, the eNB transmits
uplink scheduling information with respect to UL data to a
corresponding UE to inform the UE of an available time/
frequency domain, coding, data size, and HARQ-related
information. An interface for transmitting user traffic or con-
trol traffic may be used between eNBs. A Core Network (CN)
may include the AG, a network node for user registration of
the UE, and the like. The AG manages mobility of a UE on a
Tracking Area (TA) basis, wherein one TA includes a plural-
ity of cells.

Although wireless communication technology has been
developed up to LTE based on Wideband Code Division
Multiple Access (WCDMA), the demands and expectations
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of'users and providers continue to increase. In addition, since
other wireless access technologies continue to be developed,
new technology is required to secure competitiveness in the
future. For example, decrease of cost per bit, increase of
service availability, flexible use of a frequency band, simple
structure, open interface, and suitable power consumption by
a UE are required.

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

In view of the above discussion, the present invention
suggests a method and apparatus for setting a backhaul sub-
frame between a base station and a relay node in a wireless
communication system.

Technical Solution

A method for a relay node to receive a signal from a base
station in a wireless communication system in accordance of
one aspect of the present invention includes receiving, from
the base station, a request signal for changing a size of a
downlink physical control channel that is transmitted from
the relay node to a user equipment corresponding to the relay
node, transmitting a response signal to the base station in
response to the request signal, setting a downlink available
symbol between the base station and the relay node based on
the request signal, and receiving, from the downlink available
symbol, a relay node specific signal transmitted from the base
station.

A relay node in a wireless communication system in accor-
dance of another aspect of the present invention includes a
wireless communication module for communicating with a
base station through a first link and communicating with a
user equipment corresponding to the relay node through a
second link and a processor for processing a signal that is
transmitted or received through the first link and a signal that
is transmitted or received through the second link, wherein
the wireless communication module receives a request signal
for changing a size of a downlink physical control channel
corresponding to the second link from the base station and
transmits a response signal to the base station in response to
the request signal, the processor sets a downlink available
symbol of the first link based on the request signal, and the
wireless communication module receives a relay node spe-
cific signal, which is transmitted through the first link, from
the downlink available symbol.

Here, a normal subframe and a Multicast Broadcast Single
Frequency Network (MBSFN) subframe may be alternately
set as a downlink subframe of the second link.

The request signal includes information regarding the
number of symbols of a downlink physical control channel
that is transmitted to a user equipment corresponding to the
relay node or includes information regarding a Physical
Hybrid-ARQ Indicator CHannel (PHICH) duration of a sub-
frame that is transmitted to a user equipment corresponding to
the relay node.

Preferably, the response signal is 1-bit information regard-
ing possibility of change to the size of the downlink physical
control channel.

Alternatively, the response signal includes information
regarding the number of antenna ports for a common refer-
ence signal allocated to a subframe that is transmitted to auser
equipment corresponding to the relay node or information
regarding the number of transmit antennas of the relay node.
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Advantageous Effects

According to the embodiments of the present invention, a
base station and a relay node can efficiently transmit and
receive signals in a wireless communication system.

Advantages of the present invention are not limited to those
described above and other advantages will be clearly under-
stood by those skilled in the art from the following descrip-
tion.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a network structure of an
E-UMTS as an exemplary wireless communication system.

FIG. 2 illustrates structures of a control plane and a user
plane of a radio interface protocol between a UE and E-UT-
RAN based on the 3GPP radio access network standard.

FIG. 3 illustrates physical channels used in a 3GPP system
and a general signal transmission method using the same.

FIG. 4 illustrates the structure of a downlink radio frame
used in an LTE system.

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a relay backhaul link
and a relay access link in a wireless communication system.

FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary RN resource division.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate the number of available symbols
for backhaul transmission and the number of symbols receiv-
able by the RN according to the number of PDCCH symbols
transmitted from an eNB.

FIG. 9 illustrates a problem that may occur when an eNB
forcibly designates the number of PDCCH symbols of an RN.

FIG. 10 illustrates a procedure for changing the number of
PDCCH symbols of an RN according to a first embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 11 illustrates a procedure for changing the number of
PDCCH symbols of an RN according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 illustrates a procedure for changing the number of
PDCCH symbols of an RN according to a third embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a communication device
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

BEST MODE

The above and other configurations, operations, and fea-
tures of the present invention will be easily understood from
embodiments of the present invention, which are described
below with reference to the accompanying drawings. The
embodiments described below are examples in which the
features of the present invention are applied to a 3GPP sys-
tem.

Although this specification describes embodiments of the
present invention using an LTE system and an LTE-A system,
the present invention may be applied to any communication
system that is defined above. In addition, although this speci-
fication will describes embodiments of the present invention
with reference to an FDD scheme, the embodiments of the
present invention are just exemplary and may be easily modi-
fied to be applied to an H-FDD scheme or a TDD scheme.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing structures of a control plane
and a user plane of a radio interface protocol between a UE
and E-UTRAN based on the 3GPP radio access network
standard. The control plane refers to a path used for transmit-
ting control messages which are used in the UE and the
network to manage a call. The user plane refers to a path used
for transmitting data generated in an application layer, e.g.,
voice data or Internet packet data.
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A physical (PHY) layer of a first layer provides an infor-
mation transfer service to an upper layer using a physical
channel. The PHY layer is connected to a Medium Access
Control (MAC) layer of an upper layer via a transport chan-
nel. Data is transported between the MAC layer and the PHY
layer via the transport channel. Data is also transported
between a physical layer of a transmitting side and a physical
layer of a receiving side via a physical channel. The physical
channel uses time and frequency as radio resources. Specifi-
cally, the physical channel is modulated using an Orthogonal
Frequency Division Multiple Access (OFDMA) scheme in
downlink and is modulated using a Single-Carrier Frequency
Division Multiple Access (SC-FDMA) scheme in uplink.

A Medium Access Control (MAC) layer of a second layer
provides a service to a Radio Link Control (RLC) layer of an
upper layer via alogical channel. The RL.C layer of the second
layer supports reliable data transmission. The function of the
RLC layer may be implemented by a functional block within
the MAC. A Packet Data Convergence Protocol (PDCP) layer
of the second layer performs a header compression function
to reduce unnecessary control information for efficient trans-
mission of an Internet Protocol (IP) packet such as IPv4 or
IPv6 in a radio interface having a relatively narrow band-
width.

A Radio Resource Control (RRC) layer located at the bot-
tommost portion of a third layer is defined only in the control
plane. The RRC layer controls logical channels, transport
channels, and physical channels in relation to configuration,
re-configuration, and release of radio bearers. The radio
bearer refers to a service provided by the second layer to
transmit data between the UE and the network. To this end,
the RRC layer of the UE and the RRC layer of the network
exchange RRC messages. The UE is in an RRC connected
mode if an RRC connection has been established between the
RRC layer of the radio network and the RRC layer of the UE.
Otherwise, the UE is in an RRC idle mode. A Non-Access
Stratum (NAS) layer located at an upper level of the RRC
layer performs functions such as session management and
mobility management.

One cell of the eNB is set to use one of bandwidths such as
1.25, 2.5, 5, 10, 15, and 20 MHz to provide a downlink or
uplink transmission service to UEs. Different cells may be set
to provide different bandwidths.

Downlink transport channels for data transmission from
the network to the UE include a Broadcast Channel (BCH) for
transmitting system information, a Paging Channel (PCH) for
transmitting paging messages, and a downlink Shared Chan-
nel (SCH) for transmitting user traffic or control messages.
User traffic or control messages of a downlink multicast or
broadcast service may be transmitted through the downlink
SCH or may be transmitted through an additional downlink
Multicast Channel (MCH). Meanwhile, uplink transport
channels for data transmission from the UE to the network
include a Random Access Channel (RACH) for transmitting
initial control messages and an uplink SCH for transmitting
user traffic or control messages. Logical channels, which are
located at an upper level of the transport channels and are
mapped to the transport channels, include a Broadcast Con-
trol Channel (BCCH), a Paging Control Channel (PCCH), a
Common Control Channel (CCCH), a Multicast Control
Channel (MCCH), and a Multicast Traffic Channel (MTCH).

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing physical channels used in a
3GPP system and a general signal transmission method using
the same.

A UE performs an initial cell search operation such as
establishment of synchronization with an eNB when power is
turned on or the UE enters a new cell (S301). The UE may
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receive a Primary Synchronization Channel (P-SCH) and a
Secondary Synchronization Channel (S-SCH) from the eNB,
establish synchronization with the eNB, and acquire informa-
tion such as a cell identity (ID). Thereafter, the UE may
receive a physical broadcast channel from the eNB to acquire
broadcast information within the cell. Meanwhile, the UE
may receive a Downlink Reference Signal (DL RS) in the
initial cell search step to confirm a downlink channel state.

Upon completion of the initial cell search, the UE may
receive a Physical Downlink Control Channel (PDCCH) and
a Physical Downlink Shared Channel (PDSCH) according to
information included in the PDCCH to acquire more detailed
system information (S302).

Meanwhile, if the UE initially accesses the eNB or if radio
resources for signal transmission are not present, the UE may
perform a random access procedure (steps S303 to S306) with
respect to the eNB. To this end, the UE may transmit a specific
sequence through a Physical Random Access Channel
(PRACH) as a preamble (steps S303 and S305), and receive a
response message to the preamble through the PDCCH and
the PDSCH corresponding thereto (steps S304 and S306). In
the case of a contention-based RACH, a contention resolution
procedure may be additionally performed.

The UE which performs the above procedures may receive
a PDCCH/PDSCH (S307) and transmit a Physical Uplink
Shared Channel (PUSCH)/Physical Uplink Control Channel
(PUCCH) (S308) according to a general uplink/downlink
signal transmission procedure. Specifically, the UE receives a
Downlink Control Information DCI) through a PDCCH.
Here, the DCI includes control information such as resource
allocation information of the UE and the format of the DCI
varies according to the purpose of use of the DCI.

Control information that the UE transmits to the eNB in
uplink or receives from the eNB include a downlink/uplink
ACK/NACK signal, a Channel Quality Indicator (CQI), a
Precoding Matrix Index (PMI), a Rank Indicator (RI), and the
like. In the case of the 3GPP LTE system, the UE may trans-
mit the control information such as CQI, PMI, or RI through
a PUSCH and/or a PUCCH.

FIG. 4 illustrates a control channel included in a control
region of one subframe in a downlink radio frame.

As shown in FIG. 4, a subframe includes 14 OFDM sym-
bols. First 1 to 3 OFDM symbols of the subframe are used as
a control region and the remaining 13 to 11 OFDM symbols
are used as a data region according to setting of the subframe.
In FIG. 4, R1 to R4 denote Reference Signals (RSs) or pilot
signals for antennas 0 to 3. The RSs are fixed in a specific
pattern within the subframe regardless of the control region
and the data region. A control channel is allocated to
resources in the control region to which no RS has been
allocated and a traffic channel is allocated to resources in the
data region to which no RS has been allocated. Examples of
the control channel allocated to the control region include a
Physical Control Format Indicator CHannel (PCFICH), a
Physical Hybrid-ARQ Indicator CHannel (PHICH), and a
Physical Downlink Control CHannel (PDCCH).

The PCFICH, which is a physical control format indicator
channel, notifies the UE of the number of OFDM symbols
which are used in a PDCCH every subframe. The PCFICH is
located at the first OFDM symbol and is preferentially set in
a PHICH and a PDCCH. The PCFICH includes 4 Resource
Element Groups (REGs), each of which is distributed in the
control region based on a Cell IDentity (ID). One REG
includes 4 Resource Elements (REs). An RE is the minimum
physical resource which is defined as 1 subcarrierxl OFDM
symbol. The PCFICH value indicates a value in a range from
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1 to 3 or a range from 2 to 4 according to bandwidth and is
modulated according to Quadrature Phase Shift Keying
(QPSK).

The PHICH, which is a physical Hybrid—Automatic
Repeat and reQuest (HARQ) indicator channel, is used to
carry a HARQ ACK/NACK. That is, the PHICH is a channel
for transmitting DI ACK/NACK information for HARQ. The
PHICH includes 1 REG and is scrambled in a cell-specific
manner. The ACK/NACK is indicated by 1 bit and is modu-
lated according to Binary Phase Shift Keying (BPSK). The
modulated ACK/NACK is spread with a spreading Factor
(SF) of 2 or 4. PHICHs mapped to the same resource form a
group. The number of PHICHs multiplexed in the PHICH
group is determined according to the number of spreading
codes. The PHICH (group) is repeated 3 times in order to
achieve diversity gain in the frequency domain and/or the
time domain. The PHICH or PHICH group lasts a duration
corresponding to a specific number of symbols in one sub-
frame, which is referred to as a PHICH duration. The PHICH
duration is signaled from a higher layer and may be defined as
shown in the following Table 1.

TABLE 1
PHICH duration Normal subframes MBSFN subframes
Normal 1 1
Extended 3 2

A PDCCH, which is a physical downlink control channel,
is allocated to the first n OFDM symbols of the subframe.
Here, n, which is an integer of 1 or greater, is indicated by the
PCFICH. The PDCCH includes one or more CCEs. The
PDCCH notifies each UE or UE group of information asso-
ciated with resource allocation of a paging channel (PCH)
and a downlink-shared channel (DL-SCH), which are trans-
port channels, an uplink scheduling grant, HARQ informa-
tion, and the like. The PCH and the DL-SCH are transmitted
through a PDSCH. Thus, the eNB and the UE generally
transmit and receive data other than specific control informa-
tion and specific service data through the PDSCH.

Information indicating a UE(s), to which data of the
PDSCH is to be transmitted, information indicating how the
UE(s) is to receive and decode the PDSCH data, and the like
are transmitted within the PDCCH. For example, let us
assume that a specific PDCCH is CRC-masked with a Radio
Network Temporary Identity (RNTI) which is referred to as
“A”, information regarding data, which is transmitted using a
radio resource (for example, a frequency position) which is
referred to as “B” and transmission format information (for
example, a transport block size, a modulation scheme, coding
information, etc.) which is referred to as “C”, is transmitted
through a specific subframe. In this case, a UE in a cell
monitors a PDCCH using RNTI information, which the UE
has, and, if one or more UEs have RNTI “A”, the UEs receive
a PDCCH and receive a PDSCH indicated by “B” and “C”
through the received PDCCH.

On the other hand, when a channel between an eNB and a
UE is in a bad condition in a wireless network, a Relay Node
(RN) may be installed between the eNB and the UE to provide
a radio channel with higher quality to the UE. In addition, an
RN may be used in a cell edge area in which a channel from
an eNB is in a bad condition to provide a high-speed data
channel and to extend the cell service area. Thus, RNs are
being widely used in wireless communication systems for
eliminating blind zones.
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While the conventional relay schemes are limited to the
repeater function that simply amplifies and transmits signals,
more intelligent relay schemes have recently been developed.
Relay technology is essential to increase service coverage and
data throughput while reducing the costs of extensive instal-
lation of eNBs and the costs of backhaul network mainte-
nance in next-generation mobile communication systems. As
relay technology gradually develops, new wireless commu-
nication systems need to support RNs used in conventional
wireless communication systems.

In a 3rd Generation Partnership Project Long Term Evolu-
tion (3GPP LTE) system, as an RN has adopted a function to
forward link connection between a base station and a User
Equipment (UE), two types of links having different
attributes have been respectively applied to uplink and down-
link carrier frequency bands. A connection link set between
an eNB and an RN is defined as a backhaul link. Frequency
Division Duplex (FDD) or Time Division Duplex (TDD)
transmission using downlink resources is referred to as back-
haul downlink and FDD or TDD transmission using uplink
resources is referred to as backhaul uplink.

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a relay backhaul link
and a relay access link in a wireless communication system.

As an RN has been introduced to serve to forward link
connection between an eNB and a UE, two types of links
having different attributes have been respectively applied to
uplink and downlink carrier frequency bands as shown in
FIG. 5. A connection link set between an eNB and an RN is
defined as a relay backhaul link. A backhaul link in which
transmission is performed using downlink frequency band
resources (in the case of frequency Division Duplex (FDD))
or using downlink subframe resources (in the case of Time
Division Duplex (TDD)) may be referred to as a “backhaul
downlink™ and a backhaul link in which transmission is per-
formed using downlink frequency band resources (in the case
of FDD) or using downlink subframe resources (in the case of
TDD) may be referred to as a “backhaul uplink”.

On the other hand, a connection link set between an RN and
aseries of UEs is defined as a relay access link. A relay access
link in which transmission is performed using downlink fre-
quency band resources (in the case of FDD) or using down-
link subframe resources (in the case of TDD) may be referred
to as an “access downlink” and a relay access link in which
transmission is performed using downlink frequency band
resources (in the case of FDD) or using downlink subframe
resources (in the case of TDD) may be referred to as an
“access uplink”.

The RN may receive information from an eNB through a
relay backhaul downlink and may transmit information to a
base station through a relay backhaul uplink. The RN may
transmit information to a UE through the relay access down-
link and may receive information from a UE through the relay
access uplink.

The case in which a band (or spectrum) of the RN is used
when the backhaul link operates in the same frequency band
as the access link is referred to as “in-band” and the case in
which a band (or spectrum) of the RN is used when the
backhaul link and the access link operate in different fre-
quency bands is referred to as an “out-band”. In both in-band
and out-band cases, a UE which operates according to the
existing LTE system (e.g., Release-8) (hereinafter, referred to
as a legacy UE) needs to be able to be connected to the donor
cell.

The RN may be classified into a transparent RN or a non-
transparent RN depending on whether or not the UE recog-
nizes the RN. The term “transparent” indicates that the UE
cannot determine whether or not the UE is performing com-
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munication with the network through the RN and the term
“non-transparent” indicates that the UE can determine
whether or not the UE is performing communication with the
network through the RN.

In association with control of the RN, the RN may be
classified into an RN that is configured as a part of the donor
cell or an RN that controls the cell by itself.

While the RN configured as a part of the donor cell may
have an RN ID, the RN does not have its own cell identity.
When atleast a part of a Radio Resource Management (RRM)
unitofthe RN is controlled by the eNodeB to which the donor
cell belongs (even when the remaining parts of the RRM are
located at the RN), the RN is referred to as being configured
as a part of the donor cell. Preferably, such an RN can support
a legacy UE. Examples of such an RN include various types
of RNs such as smart repeaters, decode-and-forward RNs, [.2
(second layer) RNs, and Type-2 RNs.

On the other hand, the RN that controls the cell by itself
controls one or more cells, unique physical layer cell identi-
ties are provided respectively to cells controlled by the RN,
and the same RRM mechanism may be used for the cells.
From the viewpoint of the UE, there is no difference between
access to the cell controlled by the RN and access to the cell
controlled by a general eNodeB. Preferably, the cell con-
trolled by such an RN may support a legacy UE. Examples of
such an RN include self-backhauling RNs, [.3 (third layer)
RN, Type-1 RNs, and Type-1a RNs.

The Type-1 RN is an in-band RN that controls a plurality of
cells, each of which appears to be an individual cell different
from the donor cell from the viewpoint of the UE. In addition,
each of'the plurality of cells has a respective physical cell ID
(which is defined in LTE Release-8) and the RN may transmit
its synchronization channel, RSs, etc. In the case of a single-
cell operation, the UE may directly receive scheduling infor-
mation and HARQ feedback from the RN and transmit its
own control channel (associated with Scheduling Request
(SR), CQIL, ACK/NACK, etc.) to the RN. In addition, the
Type-1 RN appears as a legacy eNodeB (which operates
according to the LTE Release-8 system) to a legacy UE
(which operates according to the LTE Release-8 system).
That is, the Type-1 RN has backward compatibility. The
Type-1 RN appears as an eNodeB different from the legacy
eNodeB to UEs which operates according to the LTE-A sys-
tem, thereby providing performance improvement.

The Type-1a RN has the same characteristics as the above-
described Type-1 RN except that Type-1a RN operates as an
out-band RN. The Type-la RN may be configured so as to
minimize or eliminate an influence ofthe operation thereof on
an L1 (first layer) operation.

The Type-2 RN is an in-band RN and does not have a
separate physical cell ID. Thus, the Type-2 RN does not form
a new cell. The Type-2 RN is transparent to the legacy UE
such that the legacy UE cannot determine the presence of the
Type-2 RN. Although the Type-2 RN can transmit a PDSCH,
the Type-2 RN does not transmit at least a CRS and a PDCCH.

In order to enable the RN to operate as the in-band RN,
some resources in the time-frequency space need to be
reserved for the backhaul link and may be configured so as not
to be used for the access link. This is referred to as resource
partitioning.

The general principle of resource partitioning in the RN
may be explained as follows. The backhaul downlink and the
access downlink may be multiplexed in one carrier frequency
using a Time Division Multiplexing (TDM) scheme (that is,
only one of the backhaul downlink or the access downlink is
activated in a specific time). Similarly, the backhaul uplink
and the access uplink may be multiplexed in one carrier
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frequency using the TDM scheme (that is, only one of the
backhaul uplink or the access uplink is activated in a specific
time).

The multiplexing of the backhaul link using an FDD
scheme may be described as a procedure in which backhaul
downlink transmission is performed in a downlink frequency
band and backhaul uplink transmission is performed in an
uplink frequency band. The multiplexing of the backhaul link
using a TDD scheme may be described as a procedure in
which backhaul downlink transmission is performed in a
downlink subframe of the eNodeB and the RN and backhaul
uplink transmission is performed in an uplink subframe of the
eNodeB and the RN.

For example, if backhaul downlink reception from the
eNodeB and access downlink transmission to the UE are
simultaneously performed in a predetermined frequency
band when the RN is an in-band RN, a signal transmitted from
the transmitter of the RN may be received by the receiver of
the RN and thus signal interference or RF jamming may occur
in the RF front end of the RN. Similarly, if access uplink
reception from the UE and backhaul uplink transmission to
the eNodeB are simultaneously performed in a predetermined
frequency band, signal interference may occur in the RF front
end of the RN. Accordingly, it is difficult to implement simul-
taneous transmission and reception in one frequency band at
the RN unless the received signal and the transmitted signal
are sufficiently separated (for example, unless the transmit
antennas and the receive antennas are installed at sufficiently
separated positions (for example, above or under the
ground)).

In one method for solving such signal interference, the RN
operates so as not to transmit a signal to the UE while a signal
is being received from the donor cell. That is, a gap may be
generated in transmission from the RN to the UE and may be
set so as not to expect any transmission from the RN to the UE
(including the legacy UE) during the gap. Such a gap may be
set by configuring a Multicast Broadcast Single Frequency
Network (MBSFN) subframe.

FIG. 6 illustrates exemplary RN resource division.

In the example of FIG. 6, a first subframe is a normal
subframe in which a downlink (that is, access downlink)
control signal and data is transmitted from the RN to the UE
and a second subframe is an MBSFN subframe in which a
control signal is transmitted from the RN to the UE in a
control region of the downlink subframe while no signal is
transmitted from the RN to the UE in the remaining region of
the downlink subframe. Since the legacy UE expects trans-
mission of the PDCCH in all downlink subframes (that is,
since the RN needs to enable the legacy UEs within its own
areato receive the PDCCH in every subframe so as to perform
a measurement function), to enable correct operation of the
legacy UEs, it is necessary to transmit the PDCCH in all
downlink subframes. Accordingly, even in the subframe (the
second subframe) set for transmission of the downlink (that
is, the backhaul downlink) from the eNodeB to the RN, the
RN needs to transmit the access downlink in first N (N=1, 2 or
3) OFDM symbol intervals of the subframe rather than
receiving the backhaul downlink. Since the PDCCH is trans-
mitted from the RN to the UE in the control region of the
second subframe, it is possible to provide backward compat-
ibility with the legacy UE served by the RN. While no signal
is transmitted from the RN to the UE in the remaining region
of the second subframe, the RN may receive a signal trans-
mitted from the eNodeB in the remaining region. Accord-
ingly, the resource partitioning method may prevent the in-
band RN from simultaneously performing access downlink
transmission and backhaul downlink reception.
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The second subframe using the MBSFN subframe is
described below in detail. The control region of the second
subframe may be considered an RN non-hearing interval. The
RN non-hearing interval is an interval in which the RN does
not receive a backhaul downlink signal and transmits an
access downlink signal. This interval may be setto 1,2 or 3
OFDM lengths as described above. The RN performs access
downlink transmission to the UE in the RN non-hearing inter-
val and performs backhaul downlink reception from the eNo-
deB in the remaining region. Here, since the RN cannot
simultaneously perform transmission and reception in the
same frequency band, it takes a certain time to switch the RN
from the transmission mode to the reception mode. Accord-
ingly, it is necessary to set a guard time (GT) to allow the RN
to switch from the transmission mode to the reception mode
in a first portion of the backhaul downlink reception region.
Similarly, even when the RN operates to receive the backhaul
downlink from the eNodeB and to transmit the access down-
link to the UE, a guard time (GT) for switching the RN from
the reception mode to the transmission mode may be set. The
length of the guard time may be set to a time-domain value,
for example, a value of k (k=1) time samples Ts or a length of
one or more OFDM symbols. Alternatively, in a predeter-
mined subframe timing alignment relationship or in the case
in which backhaul downlink subframes of the RN are con-
secutively set, the guard time of a last portion of the sub-
frames may not be defined or set. Such a guard time may be
defined only in a frequency region set for backhaul downlink
subframe transmission in order to maintain backward com-
patibility (where it is not possible to support the legacy UE if
the guard time is set in the access downlink interval). The RN
can receive a PDCCH and a PDSCH from the eNodeB in the
backhaul downlink reception interval excluding the guard
time. The PDCCH and the PDSCH may be referred to as an
R-PDCCH (Relay-PDCCH) and an R-PDCCH (Relay-PD-
CCH), respectively, to indicate that the PDCCH and the
PDSCH are RN-dedicated physical channels.

The RN’s correct awareness of the position of the start or
last symbols of an R-PDCCH and an R-PDSCH of the back-
haul downlink is closely related to whether or not decoding
and demodulation of the channel is successful. The start and
end of a backhaul subframe may vary according to the num-
ber of R-PDCCHs, the number of PDCCHs, and the timing
relationship between transmission and reception.

A timeinterval (expressed in symbols) in which a backhaul
subframe is available or is receivable may be set as in the
following four cases according to the timing relationship
between the eNB and the RN. First, let us assume that the RN
can receive symbols, starting from a symbol of index m and
ending with a symbol of index n (13 in the case of the normal
CP), which are transmitted in downlink, one subframe starts
from a symbol of index 0, and the size of a control region that
the RN uses in an access downlink interval is k OFDM sym-
bols.

The first case is where the RN receives a backhaul sub-
frame, starting from a symbol of index m=k+1 and ending
with the last symbol (i.e., the symbol of index 13). This
corresponds to the case in which the switching time from
backhaul link reception to access link transmission is longer
than the cyclic prefix (CP) length.

The second case is where the RN receives a backhaul
subframe, starting from a symbol of index m=k and ending
with the last symbol (i.e., the symbol of index 13). This
corresponds to the case in which the switching time from
backhaul link reception to access link transmission is shorter
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than the cyclic prefix (CP) length and the access link trans-
mission timing of the RN matches the backhaul link reception
timing.

The third case is where the RN receives a backhaul sub-
frame, starting from a symbol of index and ending with a
symbol of index n (n<13), and m and n are determined based
on propagation delay and switching time. This corresponds to
the case in which the access link transmission timing of the
RN is synchronized with the downlink transmission timing of
the eNB.

The last case (i.e., the fourth case) is where the RN receives
a backhaul subframe, starting from a symbol of index 0 and
ending with a symbol of index n (n=13-(k+1)). This corre-
sponds to the case in which the RN receives a general PDCCH
rather than an R-PDCCH from the eNB.

In the above cases, a symbol at which transmission of an
R-PDCCH and an R-PDSCH actually starts may be signaled
in the following manner.

First, it is possible to consider a method in which the start
symbol position s1 of an R-PDCCH is fixed to symbol index
3 and the start symbol position s2 of an R-PDSCH in a PRB
which does not include an R-PDCCH is individually sig-
naled. Here, s2 has a value in a range of m=s2<3 and may be
dynamically signaled using an R-PDCCH or may be indi-
cated through higher layer signaling such as RRC signaling.
Particularly, in the case of RRC signaling, it is preferable that
the start symbol position of the R-PDSCH be signaled to the
RN through RRC signaling only when the start symbol posi-
tion of the R-PDSCH is to be changed. Here, RRC signaling
may be RN-specific signaling or may be cell-specific signal-
ing, similar to broadcast information.

It is also possible to consider a method in which both the
start symbol position s1 of'the R-PDCCH and the start symbol
position s1 of the R-PDSCH are indicated through higher
layer signaling. Here, it is preferable that s1 and s2 have the
same value in a range of m=s1=s2=<sx, where sx is an integer
which is one of 3, 4, and 5.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate the number of available symbols
for backhaul transmission and the number of symbols receiv-
able by the RN according to the number of PDCCH symbols
transmitted from an eNB.

The number of PDCCH symbols of the eNB may be sig-
naled to the RN and UEs and may vary every subframe.
Accordingly, symbol index, from which backhaul data
(R-PDSCH) or backhaul control information (R-PDCCH) is
to be transmitted, may also vary according to the number of
PDCCH symbols of the eNB. From the viewpoint of the RN,
the numbers of R-PDSCH symbols and R-PDCCH symbols
which can be received from the eNB may vary according to
the number of PDCCH symbols that the RN transmits to the
UE through a Uu interface.

Referring to FIG. 7, a PDCCH of the RN is of 1 symbol and
aPDCCH ofthe eNB is of 2 symbols, the eNB can transmit an
R-PDSCH and an R-PDCCH, starting from a symbol of index
2, the RN can receive an R-PDSCH and an R-PDCCH, start-
ing from a symbol of index 2, and a symbol of index 1 can be
used for switching. That is, a total of 12 symbols may be used
for backhaul transmission.

However, in the case of FIG. 8, a PDCCH of the eNB is of
3 symbols and a total of 11 symbols of indices 3 to 13 are
received by the RN. Thus, the number of symbols which can
be used for backhaul transmission is reduced from 12 to 11.

Accordingly, it is preferable that the number of symbols
used for backhaul transmission be maximized taking into
consideration that the number of PDCCH symbols that are
transmitted by the eNB and the number of PDCCH symbols
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that are transmitted by the RN are variable. The following is
a description of two main methods for accomplishing this.

In the first method, the eNB transmits an RN-specific sig-
nal, as an instruction, to each RN to forcibly designate the
number of PDCCH symbols that the RN can use for a Uu
interface and the RN then obeys such an instruction of the
eNB. This operation may be problematic when the RN has
received an instruction to reduce the number of PDCCH
symbols of the RN even though the RN is in a state in which
it is difficult to reduce the number of PDCCH symbols. A
more detailed description is given below with reference to the
drawings.

FIG. 9 illustrates a problem that may occur when an eNB
forcibly designates the number of PDCCH symbols of an RN.

Here, let us assume that an extended PHICH duration (i.e.,
a duration of 3 PDCCH symbols) is used for a normal sub-
frame that is used in a Uu interface which is a link between the
RN and a UE and an extended PHICH duration (i.e., a dura-
tion of 2 PDCCH symbols) is also used for an MBSFN sub-
frame as shown in FIG. 9. In this case, when the RN has
received an instruction to reduce the PHICH duration of an
MBSFN subframe for receiving a backhaul subframe from 2
to 1, the RN changes the PHICH duration to a general PHICH
duration (i.e., a duration of 1 PDCCH symbol).

However, since information regarding the PHICH duration
is transmitted through a master information block (MIB), the
PHICH duration cannot be dynamically changed and the
PHICH duration is generally kept equal for every subframe
for a significant time once the value of the PHICH duration is
set. Accordingly, to change the PHICH duration from 2 sym-
bols to 1 symbol, it is necessary to change the PHICH dura-
tion from 3 symbols to 1 symbol not only in an MBSFN
subframe but also in a normal subframe. That is, it is neces-
sary to apply the same configuration to every subframe
regardless of the type of the subframe. Here, forcibly reduc-
ing the number of symbols of the PHICH duration of a normal
subframe to 1 symbol when the PHICH duration of the nor-
mal subframe should be kept at 3 symbols according to cell
size, transmission power, the number of controlled UEs, or
the like limits operation of the subframe, resulting in impos-
ing restrictions on scheduling.

To alleviate such a problem, it is preferable to employ a
recommendation or negotiation procedure rather than the
method in which the eNB instructs the RN to change the
PHICH duration or to use the number of PDCCH symbols of
the RN.

First Embodiment

FIG. 10 illustrates a procedure for changing the number of
PDCCH symbols of an RN according to a first embodiment of
the present invention.

First, the RN designates the number of PDCCH symbols of
a Uu interface according to an instruction of the eNB and
separately establishes a channel with the eNB, the channel
allowing the RN to disobey the instruction of the eNB when
obeying the instruction causes a problem. For example, when
the RN is in a situation in which it is not possible to reduce the
PHICH duration from 3 symbols to 1 symbol although the RN
has received, from the eNB, an instruction to reduce the
PHICH duration from 3 symbols to 1 symbol, as shown in
FIG. 10 (1010), the RN provides information indicating that
it is not possible to reduce the PHICH duration to the eNB
(1020). Here, the RN may simply transmit PDCCH symbol
size (k) as such information or may feed information in a
format, which indicates whether the RN has obeyed or dis-
obeyed the instruction of the eNB using 1-bit information,
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back to the eNB. Such information may be transmitted at
regular or irregular intervals. It is also possible to employ a
method in which such information is transmitted only in a
situation in which the RN has disobeyed the instruction.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 11 illustrates a procedure for changing the number of
PDCCH symbols of an RN according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Change in the number of transmit antennas or the number
of'antenna ports for a cell-specific reference signal (common
reference signal (CRS)) may be considered the biggest reason
why the RN changes the PDCCH size of the Uu interface.
That is, the number of PDCCH symbols may be determined to
be 1 or 2 according to whether the number of antennas (or
antenna ports) is 2 or 4.

Generally, the number of PDCCH symbols is determined
in a UE mode (i.e., an initial access step) in which the RN
performs a procedure for making random access to the eNB.
In addition, it is essential for the RN to provide the eNB with
essential information regarding operation of the Uu interface.
Accordingly, the present invention suggests that, in a proce-
dure (1110) in which the RN transmits capability information
of'the RN when making initial access to the eNB as shown in
FIG. 11, the RN transmit, together with the capability infor-
mation, information regarding the number of transmit anten-
nas (or antenna ports for CRS) that are used in the Uu inter-
face of the RN (1120).

Third Embodiment

FIG. 12 illustrates a procedure for changing the number of
PDCCH symbols of an RN according to a third embodiment
of'the present invention. The third embodiment of the present
invention is characterized in that there is a reporting mode in
which the RN preferentially reports, to the eNB, the number
of PDCCH symbols (or the PHICH duration) of the Uu inter-
face which are preferred or which are scheduled to be used at
a later time. The third embodiment has an advantage in that it
is possible to support as many symbols that can be received by
the RN as possible.

Referring to FIG. 12, the RN performs the reporting mode
at regular intervals or when a specific event has occurred to
report, to the eNB, the number of PDCCH symbols (k) or a
PHICH duration which is to be used by the RN (1210). The
eNB may transmit a confirmation response, which allows the
RN to use the reported value, in response to the report of the
RN or may determine a start symbol position (Si) of an
R-PDCCH or a start symbol position (s2) of an R-PDSCH in
a PRB which does not include an R-PDCCH based on the
reported value and may then signal the determined start sym-
bol position to the RN (1220). It is also possible to employ a
method in which the eNB signals a start symbol index and a
last symbol index of a backhaul subframe which can be
received by each RN.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a communication device
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 13, a communication device 1300
includes a processor 1310, a memory 1320, an RF module
1330, a display module 1340, and a user interface module
1350.

The communication device 1300 is illustrated for ease of
explanation and some modules of the communication device
1300 may be omitted. The communication module 1300 may
further include required modules. Some modules of the com-
munication device 1300 may be subdivided into more specific
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modules. The processor 1310 is configured to perform opera-
tions according to the embodiments of the present invention
which are described above with reference to the drawings. For
detailed operations of the processor 1310, reference can be
made to the descriptions of FIGS. 1 to 12.

The memory 1320 is connected to the processor 1310 and
stores an operating system, applications, program code, data,
and the like. The RN module 1330 is connected to the pro-
cessor 1310 and functions to convert a baseband signal into a
radio signal or to convert a radio signal into a baseband signal.
To accomplish this, the RF module 1330 performs analog
conversion, amplification, filtering, and frequency up-con-
version or performs reversal of these processes. The display
module 1340 is connected to the processor 1310 and displays
a variety of information. The display module 1340 may
include but not limited to well-known elements such as a
Liquid Crystal Display (LCD), a Light Emitting Diode
(LED), or an Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED). The
user interface module 1350 is connected to the processor
1310 and may be constructed of a combination well-known
user interfaces such as a keypad and a touchscreen.

The above embodiments are provided by combining com-
ponents and features of the present invention in specific
forms. The components or features of the present invention
should be considered optional unless explicitly stated other-
wise. The components or features may be implemented with-
out being combined with other components or features. The
embodiments of the present invention may also be provided
by combining some of the components and/or features. The
order of the operations described above in the embodiments
of the present invention may be changed. Some components
or features of one embodiment may be included in another
embodiment or may be replaced with corresponding compo-
nents or features of another embodiment. It will be apparent
that claims which are not explicitly dependent on each other
can be combined to provide an embodiment or new claims
can be added through amendment after this application is
filed.

The embodiments of the present invention have been
described focusing mainly on the data communication rela-
tionship between a relay node and a Base Station (BS) (eNode
B or eNB). Specific operations which have been described as
being performed by the BS may also be performed by an
upper node as needed. That is, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that the BS or any other network node may
perform various operations for communication with termi-
nals (or User Equipment) in a network including a number of
network nodes including BSs. The term “base station (BS)”
may be replaced with another term such as “fixed station”,
“Node B”, “eNode B (eNB)”, or “access point”.

The embodiments of the present invention can be imple-
mented by hardware, firmware, software, or any combination
thereof. In the case where the present invention is imple-
mented by hardware, an embodiment of the present invention
may be implemented by one or more application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs), digital signal processors (DSPs),
digital signal processing devices (DSPDs), programmable
logic devices (PLDs), field programmable gate arrays (FP-
GAs), processors, controllers, microcontrollers, micropro-
cessors, or the like.

In the case where the present invention is implemented by
firmware or software, the embodiments of the present inven-
tion may be implemented in the form of modules, processes,
functions, or the like which perform the features or operations
described above. Software code can be stored in a memory
unit so as to be executed by a processor. The memory unit may
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be located inside or outside the processor and can communi-
cate data with the processor through a variety of known
means.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the present
invention may be embodied in other specific forms than those
set forth herein without departing from the spirit of the
present invention. The above description is therefore to be
construed in all aspects as illustrative and not restrictive. The
scope of the invention should be determined by reasonable
interpretation of the appended claims and all changes coming
within the equivalency range of the invention are intended to
be embraced in the scope of the invention.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

Although the method and apparatus for setting a backhaul
subframe between a base station and a relay node in a wireless
communication system have been described above mainly
with reference to examples which are applied to the 3GPP
LTE system, the present invention can be applied to various
multi-antenna wireless communication systems other than
the 3GPP LTE system.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for a relay node to receive a signal from a base
station in a wireless communication system, the method com-
prising:

receiving, through a first link from the base station, a

request signal for changing a size of a downlink physical
control channel that is transmitted through a second link
from the relay node to a user equipment corresponding
to the relay node;

transmitting a response signal through the first link to the

base station in response to the request signal;
configuring one or more downlink available symbols for
the first link based on the request signal; and

receiving, through the first link using the one or more

downlink available symbols, a relay node specific signal
from the base station,

wherein the request signal includes information on a Physi-

cal Hybrid-ARQ Indicator CHannel (PHICH) duration
of a subframe of the second link.
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2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the response
signal is 1-bit information indicating whether the size of the
downlink physical control channel is changed or not.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the response
signal includes information on a number of antenna ports for
a common reference signal allocated to a subframe of the
second link.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein a normal
subframe and a Multicast Broadcast Single Frequency Net-
work (MBSFN) subframe are alternately configured as a sub-
frame of the second link.

5. The method according to claim 2, wherein a predeter-
mined number of downlink available symbols are maintained
when the response signal indicates that the size of the down-
link physical control channel is not changed.

6. A relay node in a wireless communication system, the
relay node comprising:

a wireless communication module for communicating
with a base station through a first link and communicat-
ing with a user equipment corresponding to the relay
node through a second link; and

a processor for processing a signal that is transmitted or
received through the first link and a signal that is trans-
mitted or received through the second link,

wherein the wireless communication module receives,
from the base station, a request signal for changing a size
of a downlink physical control channel that is transmit-
ted through the second link and transmits a response
signal through the first link to the base station in
response to the request signal,

the processor configures one ore more downlink available
symbols for the first link based on the request signal, and

the wireless communication module receives a relay node
specific signal through the first link, using the one or
more downlink available symbols, and

wherein the request signal includes information on a Physi-
cal Hybrid-ARQ Indicator CHannel (PHICH) duration
of a subframe of the second link.

7. The relay node according to claim 6, wherein a normal
subframe and a Multicast Broadcast Single Frequency Net-
work (MBSFN) subframe are alternately configured as a
downlink subframe of the second link.
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